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very strictly', that he did not even taste bread, and took no milk with his tea; I suppose because it is a kind of animal food.
He entered upon the state of the nation, and thus discoursed : ' Sir, the great misfortune now is, that government has too little power. All that it has to bestow must of necessity be given to support itself; so that it cannot reward merit. No man, for instance, can now be made a Bishop for his learning and piety2; his only chance for promotion is his being connected with somebody who has parliamentary interest. Our several ministries in this reign have outbid each other in concessions to the people. Lord Bute, though a very honourable man,—a man who meant well,—a man who had his blood full of prerogative,—was a theoretical statesman,—a book-minister3,—and thought this country could be governed by the influence of the Crown alone. Then, Sir, he gave up a great deal. He advised the King to agree that the Judges should hold their places for life, instead of losing them at the accession of a new King. Lord Bute, I suppose, thought to make the King popular by this concession; but the people never minded it; and it was a most impolitick measure. There is no reason why a Judge should hold his office for life, more than any other person in publick trust. A Judge may be partial otherwise than to the Crown: we have seen Judges partial to the
1 Johnson, in The Rambler, No. no, published on Easter Eve, 1751, thus justifies fasting:—' Austerity is the proper antidote to indulgence; the diseases of mind as well as body are cured by contraries, and to contraries we should readily have recourse if we dreaded guilt as we dread pain.'
• From this too just observation there are some eminent exceptions. BOSWELL. ' Dr. Johnson said :—" Few; bishops are now made for their learning. To be a bishop, a man must be learned in a learned age, factious in a factious age, but always of eminence."' Boswell's Hebrides* Aug. 21,1773.
3 Lord Shelburne wrote of him :—' He panted for the Treasury, having a notion that the King and he understood it from what they had read about revenue and funds while they were at Kew,' Fitzmaurice's Shelburne, i. 141.
populace.y fximcrant spirits will not h*t nu* listen c'tiough.' A*'///n *>/'An-well, pp. 187 tj.
